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former days used to do. She is very well, and such an amusement to us, that I can't bear to move without her,- she is so funny and speaks so well, and in French also, she knows almost everything ; she would therefore get on famously with Charlotte. . . .
Might I ask you some questions about Joinville's match,1 which interests me much ? First of all, have you heard of his arrival at Rio ? Secondly, if the Donna Francesca pleases, is he empowered at once to make the demand, or must he write home first ? How nice it would be if the two marriages could take place at once; but I suppose, under any circumstances, that could not be. . . .
Alexandrine is nearly quite recovered ; she writes such pretty, affectionate, kind letters, poor dear child, and is so fond of Ernest. I must say I think he seems improved, as he likes to live quietly with her, and speaks of her too with the greatest affection.
Now, my dearest Uncle, let me take my leave, begging you to believe me, always, your devoted Niece, VICTORIA R.
Viscount Melbourne to Queen Victoria.
BROCKET HALL, 12th January 1843,
Lord Melbourne presents his humble duty to your Majesty, and thanks your Majesty much for your letter of the 9th inst, which he received yesterday. Every letter that he receives from your Majesty brings back to his mind the recollection of times, which, though they were clouded with much care and anxiety, were still to Lord Melbourne a period of much happiness and satisfaction. . . .
Hallam has not written a History of the Church, but in all his books there is necessarily much about the Church, and much that is worthy of mention. A short History of the Church is, Lord Melbourne fears, not to be found, the subject is so large and so difficult that it cannot be treated shortly. Dr Short 2 has written and published a clever, brief, and distinct summary, but it relates principally to the Church of England, and in order to be fully understood, requires to be read by one who has already some acquaintance with the subject.
The book which your Majesty remembers Lord Melbourne
1  He was married to the Princess Francesca of Brazil on 1st May.
2  Bishop, then of Sodor and Man, afterwards of St Asaph.   His book, a Sketch, of tlte History of the Church o] England, was published in 1832.